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CORRECTIONS TO MY KEY TO THE SUBFAMILIES 
OF THE NEARCTIC STAPHYLINIDAE’ 


IAN Moore” 


An exception has been found to each half of couplet twelve of my key to the 
subfamilies of the Staphylinidae. Couplet twelve of the key attempted to dis- 
tinguish members of the Euaesthetinae from members of a large number of other 
subfamilies on the basis of the segmentation of the tarsi. The first half of couplet 
twelve stated that the anterior tarsi were four-segmented in the Nearctic Euaes- 
thetinae. However, in Stictocranius the anterior tarsi are five-segmented. The 
second half of couplet twelve, which stated “anterior tarsi five-segmented” led to 
seventeen other subfamilies including a large number of genera. Among these 
genera is Thoracophorus (subfamily Lispininae) in which the tarsi are three- 
segmented. Consequently, it is necessary to substitute another character. 

The only consistent character known to me may be stated as follows: 

12. First segment of maxillary palpi elongate, at least one-half as long as 
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First segment of maxillary palpi short, never more than one-third as 
Ioaz as ELECT Os rere 13 
It is unfortunate that this character is difficult to observe in many museum 
specimens. 


The character of the elongate first segment of the maxillary palpi of members 
of the Euaesthinae is unusual among the Staphylinidae. A similar condition 
occurs only in members of the Steninae. In members of the latter subfamily, the 
condition is more pronounced, the basal segment of the maxillary palpi being 
as long as, or nearly as long, as the second. 

Figure 3 in the same article is labeled Pinophilus testaceus Erichson, a lapsus 
calami. It should be labeled Palaminus testaceus Erichson. 
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